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© xfter the eventiudl trip from

Mabourne to Brizbane (tee

previous ssue of jeep Action

Magazing) the Mighty CJ7 arvived

at Seven Slot OFf Road for zome
mach needed work. The sad part being
that it had to make the st |,000km on
the back of 3 truck.

The first two obvicws jobs were the
wransmission and the rear brakes. The
tranamission had failed due to the vehicle
ot beng driven enough and the rear
brakes had lost effectivensss due to being
covered in &ff ol, which was caused by
fiiled whael bearings 3nd seals. So the
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transmission wis removed and sent off
for 3 rebuild, whils the bearingz and 2
conwersion ki from drum brakes to dsc
brakes were sourced.

The Turbo 700 eramamiszion and
transfer case were rebuik courtesy of
Russed™s Transmission, Oxenford and
returned to Seven Slot Off Road and job
number ome was completed successhuly

VWhile the brake conversion kit was
being ordered some other job: were
attacked 35 wel, Firstly. 3 custorn buls
radiator and ransonssion cooler was fitied
and locks magnii Thas weas bined
with twin slectric fans to enable the

removal of the cuech fan, thus reducing
the drag on the engine,

k turned out that the rear diff houseg
was damaged where the axie seals run 30
Speady-Sleave: were nzerted to prowde 3
good surface for the new seals

Other issues had also been addressed
such as clectrical faikures under the dash,
Iights repaired and the winch exchanged
for an LED light bar 30 al was good. The
rear brake comversion was completed and
it was time to drive the CJ 3gain

1 spent the next week Glung short
triga arownd Brisbane and travelled
agprocamately 800km and everything

appesred to be perferming well, 30 |
decided to drive to Sydney — 1. 000km. The
first day went really well and | was lockng
fer wird to the remainder of the trip.
Early on the tecond day 2 loud grinding
sound started, so | stopped n Ballna and
cilled the workshop and for 2 second time
the jesp 3rrived at the workshop wnder
someone sise's power.

It was determined that the Speedy-
Sleeves had spun wathin the housing, 0
2 new diff howsng and bearings were
seurced and fized. The mighcy CJ7 was
back om the road again

The mext excursion was 3 trip to
Suradbroke ksland. On the second day,
the noise had returned 3o | imped the
c3r around for 3 few more days before
recurning to Seven Siot Of Koad (this time
under s own power). The bearings fell aut
when the axles were removed so the diff

KIPACTON | TS



housng was sent back to the d&¥ cpecialists
agan.

Mare time wias spent working cut
why the bearmgs were Giling It tock some
senous bran power (and the fortukous
evert that a spare diff housing had been
cbtamed. already fitted with 3 brake
conversion kith. It was determined that
the brafe backing plate for the conversion
to dizc beakes was 3 different thickness
to the brake backng plate for the drum
brakes, which meant that the pre-load on
the bearings was incorrect. In addition.
no shim was in the brake ki, 50 we
fabwicated one and this sorted the issee. |
was mecradibly relieved to know that thare
was 3 mechanical reason for the filure
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and it was not actually directiy related to
my driving style. After Al itsabig Vi ma
Cj. which weighs nothisg 30 the does get
driven rather hard

Stage 3 of the bwild iz scheduled
1o commence soon. The engine will
Be removed o that it may be rebuit
suspeason will be returned to something
resembling & normal CF, as the previous
owrar had done 3 spring.over converstion
to the suspension which resulted i some
very uvesual behavion, especally usder
Braking, The steering requares an upgrade
as there 5 sgnificant play. probably related
1o the spring-over conversion. The brake
Booster needs an upgrade, 3 mew et of
extractors and twn exhaust (to make

it breath mcer and sownd ke 3 V8) and
some final stape preparation for the buid
is needed.

Other embelichments mclude

new front dar, rear bar, rock siders, an
engineered towing hitch (a3 | believe
orgmal CJ7's are not rated for towing).
upgrade to the lghting system (new
headighes, reverse lights, replscement of
othar old 3nd decerorating systams), etc
Anything to make her look as good as she
runs.

The final stage four, will be o
separate the body from the chasss so that
4 complete pew paing job can be done
properly. There are 2 couple of minor rust
spots thit need 1o be repaired and the

3 mamal gearbox, 35 § reslly love to drve
manuz vehicles, (but it is an argument |

pare! joints have been bogged and painted
ower, which have subseguently cracked.
Todd will isstall 2 new main wiring harness may still not win), 2 new roll cage in order
to elimemate 3fl the superfiuces wirng and to change the profile of the vehicle. 3 new
the meenor needs to be revamped 1o make 50t top to let her $O Copless At tmes, 2
her 33 comfior table 33 she is beautiful, and hard top and wolid doors (with 1 sun reof
some more crexture comforss — ke 3 of coursa for thore days when 3 soft top is
rado. mpractcal). 2 lodkable storage box for the
Other ideas inciude the cosversion to  rear of the vehicle ~ and 30 the fat goes.

| must admit that there have been days
when | questoned why | purchased 2 35
year old vehicle, but every other day | have
mare fun driving my CJ7. than | have had
drivieg any vehicle for 2 very long tme and
am reminded that | have made the right
decmion. | guess | have also found cut the
meanng to the saying “It's 2 jesp thing ™.
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